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Soil is the surface layer of earth, supporting plant life. It is primarily comprised of 3 elements: ¢
Sand, Silt, and Clay. An ideal mix of these soil types is about 40% sand, 40% clay, and 20% silt.
This combination yields loam, and is what most gardeners aim for, as it is best for plants.

Close-up Particle Size

Sand
The largest particle in soil, sand allows for quick ot § 0.05mm-2mm
drainage of both water, and nutrients.

Silt :
The size of silt is between clay and sand, drains poorly, B e X 0.002mm-0.05mm
but can retain nutrients better than sand. ;

Clay
The smallest particle in soil, it can store water well and 2 “RB0Zan
contains nutrients plants need.

1,000x

=The Feel[Test}
Is your

Not all soil was created equal; a soil soil gritty?
test can help determine which plants
are suited to your specific soil. Once
you follow this basic guide, you v v
better understand what you are | Does it drain | Does it have a Can you roll it

working with, and if youneedtoadd | quickly? slippery texture? into a sausage?
amendments like compost, mulch or
manure. You can even get a better
idea of how much water your plants
will need. Follow the chart on the - . - -
right, from top to bottom, to figure | Your soil Your soil Your soil Your soil

out what type of soil you have. is sandy is peaty is silty is clay

Yes No Yes Yes

A 4
Add organic matter » Use fertiliser « Add organic matter l * Add organic matter
Work in spring where needed *  Work in autumn

Apply a top layer
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WWW.BAMLANDSCAPE.COM Jurupa
1 COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT

WATERWISE LANDSCAPES Serving Jurupa Valley and Eastvale
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